Ceanothus herbaceus Raf. for C. ovatus:
a Correction of Name
Lloyd H. Shinners 1
CEAN0THUSHERBACEUS
Raf., Desv. Journ. de Bot. 1: 227.
1809. "Pres de la chute de Potowmach, parmi les rochers"
(probably no specimen preserved; several recent collections
from the vicinity of Washington, D.C., have been examined).
C. ovatus of authors, not Desf., Histoire des Arbres et Arbrisseaux 2: 381. 1809. C. ovalis Bigel., Fl. Bost. ed. 2 p. 92.
1824. "On the shores of Lake Champlain, gathered by Mr.
Boott" ( several to po types examined) .
C. HERBACEUSvar. pubescens (T.&G.) Shinners, comb.
nov. C. ovatus var. pubescens T. & G. ex Wats., Bibliographic
Index (Smithsonian Misc. Coll. vol. 15) : 166. 1878. Ceanothus ovalis var. b. T.&G., FI. N.A. 1: 265. 1838. "Arkansas,
Nuttall! Dr. Leavenworth! Texas, Drummond!" (Specimens
not examined.) C. pubescens (T.&G.) Rydb., ex Small, Fl.
S.E. U.S. 751 and 1334. 1903. C. ovatus f. pubescens (T.&G.)
Soper, Rhodora 43: 83. 1941.
Perhaps mere resemblance in name was an inducement
to substitute C. ovatus for C. ovalis, though the original
description contains one statement which does not fit the
plant. Desfontaines' entire description follows:
3. Ceanothus a feuilles ovales. Ceanothus ovatus.
C. foliis ovatis, dentato-crenatis,
glabris; fructu
sept. D.

hexagono.

Amer.

The fruits of C. herbaceus are trigonous, not hexagonous;
and the leaf description is entirely insufficient to delimit the
species which Desfontaines had. Specimens from the Bernhardi Herbarium at the Missouri Botanical Garden indicate
that several American species and hybrids (fide Trelease's
annotations) were in cultivation in Europe early in the 19th
century. Rafinesque's description is only slightly longer, but
at least we are given a type locality of a wild plant, and
topotype collections leave no doubt of its identity. His entire
description:
tige annuelle; feuilles ovales, sub-serrees, unies, glabres; fleurs en
thyrse, et terminales.
Cette plante se trouve pres de la chute de Potowmach, parmi Jes
rochers.

The race with leaves glabrous, or pubescent only on the
principal veins beneath when young, is predominantly south33

FIELD

34

[Vol. 19

AND LABORATORY

ern and eastern. It is very common in calcareous areas in
central Texas, apparently local and less common eastward
and northeastward to the District of Columbia and Vermont,
and rare northward to the Black Hills of South Dakota.
Var. pubescens is rare in Texas, south to Kerrville, Kerr
County, but becomes common in Oklahoma (part of Arkansas Territory in Torrey & Gray's time). In eastern Colorado,
western Kansas, and western Nebraska, it is most extreme
(i. e., densely pubescent over the entire lower surface, even
in age), and is apparently the exclusive type. Eastward it
is found with typical C. herbaceus, extending northeastward
to Ontario. While there is a very large area of overlap in the
ranges of the two, they do not occur at random, but do show
marked geographic orientation. For this reason, and because
of possible great phytogeographic significance in relation to
postglacial plant migration, I believe it is proper to recognize two varieties rather than two forms.
Grateful acknowledgment is made to Dr. Rogers McVaugh, Curator of Phanerogams, University of Michigan
Herbarium, and to Dr. Robert E. Woodson, Jr., Curator of
the Herbarium of the Missouri Botanical Garden, for the
loan of numerous collections of Ceanothus; to Miss Nell C.
Horner, Librarian of the latter institution, and to Mrs.
Lazella Schwarten, Librarian of the Arnold Arboretum, for
transcriptions of the original descriptions by Rafinesque and
Desfontaines.

Two New Varieties of Solidago
From North Texas
Lloyd H. Shinners
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SOLIDAGO
MOLLISBartl. var. angustata Shinners, var. nov.
Folia lanceolata vel oblanceolata basi cuneato subpetiolata,
mediocria 25-35 mm. longa, 4.5-11.5 mm. lata. TYPE: 6
miles west of Electra on Highway 287, prairie along R.R.
track, deep sand, Wilbarger Co., Texas, Eula Whitehouse
10912, Oct. 27, 1945 (in Herb. Southern Methodist University). Four additional collections are in the S.M.U. Herbarium. CHILDRESSCo. : 3.4 miles east of Childress, Whitehouse 10712, Sept. 6, 1945. HALL Co.: northwestern city
'Director

of the Herbarium,

Southern

Methodist University,

Dallas.

